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PRESENTED BY , 


THO. Lod FATRFAX 


And the General-councel of Officers, 


In ſeverall 


' PROPOSITIONS. 


For the generall ſatisfaction, and 
ſetling the Peace of the Kingdom; 


WY 
Equal difiribution of EleGions 
An equal Repreſentative of the whole 
People eleciing -] 
Making of Laws, Conflitutions aud Offices | 
for the future Government of the King- 
. dom. | 


By the appointment of his Excellency, the Lord 
General, and his _ Councel of Othcers. 
Signed, 
Joun Ru$SHWoRTax. 


With the Charge againſt His Mares rv. 
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London, Printed for R. Smithwrſt, 1648. | 
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(3) 
To the Sons of Freedowe. 


COUNTRTMEN, 


Uſtom (amang the obedient) is become of 
( ſuch a force, that it enableth the Tyrant to 

rene the Cruel to oppreſs. -C uttom(by 
reaſon of its antiquity) is become'a Conquerar of 
al copolerCuftentiin it excludeth notall good) 
is often the poromaes of many good offices among 
friends : and this Cuſtom. (under the later notion) 
doth invite me at this time to preſent unto thee 
(courteous Country-man}this {mall New-yeers gift; 
which thou mayſt intitle, Propoſitions which woald ſet- 
tle Peace. And indeed,l think it _ ſeaſonable.to 
begin with the yeer, for thar 1 preſume it will not 
in all things be accompliſhed by the end of it-(fo 
great is the retardment of carnal Councels.) For- 
the contents, rendreth it to be even a Catalogue of 
the Princely Priviledges of a Free-born people, 
whoſe ſplendor bath hitherto been imprrſoned in 
that ſad dungeon of darkneſs, Royall Tyranny 5 which 
if a fingle Champion did at any time oppole, there 
hath ſtill been ſome whited-wall- Magiſtrate to cauſe 
him to be {mitten on the mouth. Now therefore, 
ifthou wilt but vouchſafe to look back upon paſt 
times, and conſider the indipgentneſs of the Sub. 
jets liberty in thoſe days,and compare it with the 
Freedom due unto them (which thou haſt here 
preſented unto thee,) thou wilt fay (if thou take 
not up a prejudicate opinion thereof) That he is 


. alſuredly thy friend that endeavoureth to procure 


- 


it, as he deſireth to be which preſenteth it to thee. 


(4) 
Ow Faffer puBlitk juftice'and there- 


N 


ingdom thus far provided for)we procced 


in order;to the generall ſatisfattion, and ſ{et- 


- - LL L 


ling of the Kingdom, as folloxyeth.: 


i-1:That-you would fer ſome reaſonable. 


and certain periodto your own power, by 
which time that great and ſupreme Truſt 
repoſed in you, fhall be xeturned into. the 


hands of the People, -from, and for whom | 


you received'it, that fo you may give them 
ſatisfaCtion and aſſutance that what you 
have contended for, againſt the,King : (for 
which they have been-put ta ſo much trou- 
ble, coſt, and lofs of blood): hath been only 


for their Libertics and common intereſt,and: 


not for -your own perſonal Intereſt, or 
power 007 tt ns 55 ffs eee? 

- TH. That (with a period'to this Parlia- 
ment, tobe afſigned as ſhort as may be, with 
lafety-to the Kingdom; and-publick. Intereſt 


thereof) there may be a ſound ſettlement 


of the peace and future government of the 
Kingdom / ; upon grounds of Common. 


with the preſent quietipg of the * 


# 


05) 

Right, Freedom! and Gafery, ro che” _ 
here following : | 

- Feſt, that from the «rid of this there! may 
be a certain-ſucceſlion of future Parliaments | 
(Annual], or dxmoor rot with ng Joey 
_ | 
'-#.. For the certainty of their” meeting, 
fi teting and ending. 

2. For the equal diſtribution of Fle&i- 


_ ons thereunto,to render the Houſe of Com- 


mons, as near as may be, an equal Repre- 
ſentarive of the whole People ele&ing. 

. For the" certainty. of the Peoples 
meeting (according to {ch Diftributions) 
ro'eleR, and for their full freedom in-ele&i- 
ONS provided, That none who-have engaged 


of ſhall engage in-War, againft the right of 


Parliament, and intereſt of the Kingdom 
therein, or have adhered to the enemies 
thereof, may be capable of cleQing, or be- 
ing ele&ted (at leaſt daring a competent 
famber of years) nor any other, who ſhall 
oppoſe; or not joyn in agreement to this 
teeclement:. 


* 4. For furure: clearing, and aſcertaining: 
the 


(6). 

the power of the ſaid Repreſentatives; in 
order to which, that it be declared, That 
(as co the whole intereſt of the People of 
Eugland) ſuch Repreſentatives have, and 
(hall have the ſupreme power and truſt, as 
to the making of Laws, Conſtitutions, and 
Offices, for the ordering, preſervation, and 
Government of the whole; and as tothe 
altering, arid repealing, or aboliſhing of the 
ſame, the making of War, or Peace ; and as 
tothe higheſt and finall Judgement, in all 
_ civil things, without further appeal to any 
created ſtanding power ; and that all the 
people of this Nation, and all Officers of 
Juſtice, and Miniſters of State (as ſuch) 
ſhall, in all ſuch things be acconntable and 
ſubje&thereunto,and bound and concluded 
thereby ; provided, That, + -- 

x They may not cenſyre or queſtion an 
man after the end of this Parliament, for 
any thing. ſaid or done in reference to the 
late Wars, or publick.differences, ſaving in 
execution o f ſuch determinations of this 
Parliament, as ſhall be left in force at the 
ending thereof, in relation to ſuch as have 
ſerved the King againſt the Parliament. 

| 2 They 


(7) : 

2 They may not render up, or gtve,. or 
take away any the foundations of common - 
Right, Liberty or. Safety contained in this 
ſettlement and Agreement. But that the 
power of thefe two things, laſt mentioned, 
ſhall be always underſtood to be reſerved 
from, and not entruſted to the ſaid Repre- 
ſentatives. ns ED” 

5. Forliberty of cntring difſents in the 
faid Repreſentatives, That, in caſe of corru- 
ption, or abuſe in theſe matters of higheft 
truſt, the People may be in capacity ro 
know who are free thereof, and whio guilty, 
to the end only they may'avoid the further 


truſting of fuch; but withont farther penal: 


to any for their free judgments there. 

Secondly, "that no King be hereafter ad- 
mitted, but.upon the ele&ion of, and as up- 
on truſt fromthe People, by ſuch their Re- 
preſentatives, nor without firſt dilclaiming 
and diſavowing all pretence to a Negative 
voice, againſt thedeterminationsofthe ſaid 
Repreſentatives, or Commons in Parlia- 
ment ; and that to be done in: ſome certain 
form, more clear then heretofore in the 


| Coronation Oach. Theſe 


—: Wh. 
- "Theſe matt&4s ofgeneral ſettlement (viz. That 
concerning a: periodito:this; Payliament, and the 
other parriculare theney following hitherto?) we .. 


, propound to. be declared and providea*by this 
Parliament, or by the anthortty ofthe Comment 
therein, and to be further eſtabliſhed by a general 
ContraG, or Agreement ofthe People, with their 
ſubſcriptions thereunto, as that (withall) it ma 
be provided, That none may be capable of an 
benefit by the Agreement, who ſhall net conſent 
and ſubſctibethereunto;; nor any King be admit- 
ted to the Crown, or other perſon to an: Pics 
or place of publick Truſt, without exprefle accor 
«2 ſubſcrption to the ſame. OE : 34 
 & runs thus: T| i Cherie oor hath ated con; 
trary to. his. truſt, in departing from the Parlia- 
ment, ſettingup his Standard, making a War a+ 
-gainſt them,” and thereby been occaſion of much 
deſhed and miſery to the people, whom he 
was ſet over for good: : ' That he gave Commili- 
ons, and-was occaſion of a ſecond War, ' with be- 
fides what done contrary to the Liberties of the 


Subje&, and tending” to the: deſtruction of the 
fandamental Laws and-Lit ies of this Ryngdo 
ML whit amounts to forfeiture of rhe taid trol, | 


With much moreto this effet. 
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